230.    MESSAGE TO U.P. POLITICAL CONFERENCE,

GORAKHPU&

DELHI,

October 30, 1924

The policy that the Government has lately adopted in Bengal
has distressed all. The distress is natural It is not, however, owing
to the lawlessness of policy; it is owing to our inability to give
it a prompt reply. I hope and I want that we shall not lose
patience at this critical juncture* I firmly hold that by becoming
angry or impatient we shall not find the right remedy. Action
can only be answered with action. And I dare say that yre can
answer the Government's policy of violence only by a policy of
non-violence; we can answer its violent action only by non-violent
action. If this is true we have to consider what non-violent action
we can undertake. On a little reflection we see that the biggest
obstacle in the way of any practical work that we can do is the
schism between Hindus and Muslims. The obstacle to our
bringing the common people together is our indifference to the
charkha and khadi; and untouchability is a thing that is
running the Hindu society. So long as we have not rid ourselves
of this threefold sin our portion can only be, in my humble
opinion, Government lawlessness, slavery and poverty. I can,
therefore, offer no other counsel to the nation. If we can achieve
these three aims we can demonstrate a strength even fiercer than
what we showed in I920-'2L Then we can remove the misery
not only of Bengal but of the whole of India.

MOHANDAS GANDHI

[From Hindi]

Xavajivaa, 2-IM924
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